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progress n [ME, fr. L progressusadvance, fr. progressus pp. of progredi to go forth, fr. pro- forward + gradito go—morea PRO-, GRADE] 1a: a
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CALIFORNIA COASTAL CONSERVANCY APPROVES GRANT THAT SUPPORTS THE
NEW MILLENNIUM HIGH SCHOOL PROJECT!

| am happy to report that a its public meeting of January 24, 2002, the Cdifornia Coastd
Consarvancy voted unanimously to approve a grant to enable the remainder of what is known as the
Edward's property to be purchased. The funds for the grant were alocated from Propostion 12
“Park Bond” Funds. Proposition 12 was authored by Assembly Speaker pro Tem, Fred Kedey.
This grant represents a critical step in the didrict’'s ongoing effort to build a desperaely needed
high school for the students of the Pgaro Vdley. With the didrict purchasng part of the Edwards
property for a high school, the god was edtablished in the didrict's EIR and reinforced by the
Coaga Commission conditions to secure the remainder of the property for uses redricted to
agricultural  production, open gspace, or biological redtoration. The grant by the Conservancy
enables this condition to be stisfied.

The grant will be to the City of Watsonville, who will hold title to the property north of the high
school dte, subject to Coastad Commission redrictions, while the didrict will hold title to the
property on which the high school will be constructed. Last week, the Land Trust of Santa Cruz
voted to hold conservation easements for the parcel owned by the city. This arrangement acts to
further protect the environmenta and agricultural interest on and near the property, and was a
requirement by the Coastal Commission.

At this time we have targeted this spring to bresk ground for the high school, and we hope to open
the school to students for the winter session of the 2003-04 school yesr.

Next steps are to 1) move the Edward's property through escrow and secure title (a specid thanks
goes to Mr. Raph Edwards for his support and cooperation regarding this project), 2) complete al
Coagtd Commission conditions, including the habitat restoration plan, and 3) to secure dl required
permits and complete congtruction of the bridge over the West Branch of Struve Slough.

Finaly, we would like to thank both Patsy Headey, Project Manager, with the Conservancy for her
support of this project and, of course, the Conservancy Board.
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